
Fundraiser 

of the Month Valentine’s Day Gift Basket 
The majority of athletes that come on this trip need to do some fundraising to help off-set the cost. On average, it takes 2-3 

months for an athlete to raise the money. Every month we will feature a fundraiser that we recommend every athlete par-

ticipate inðthese fundraisers are in addition to the fundraisers suggested in the 2010 Fundraising Guide.     

 

This month we want every Down Under Sports athlete to put together a Valentineôs Day Gift Basket. Fill 

it with assorted Valentineôs Day goodies: chocolate, candy hearts, flowers, etc. You can even add in a 

$20 dinner voucher from a local restaurant (see if you can get this voucher donated in exchange for ad-

vertising and/or Thank You Tickets). Include 5 Thank You Tickets with the gift basket and be sure to 

advertise that the prize = Valentineôs Day Gift Basket + 5 entries to win a trip for 2 to Australia and Ha-

waii. Sell tickets for this gift basket at your school, work, church, sporting events, etc. As an added incen-

tive for people to buy tickets for the gift basket, you can also offer a Thank You Ticket for every ticket 

they buy. For example, if you sell Gift Basket tickets for $2 a piece then if someone pays $4 they get 2 

tickets into the drawing for the Gift Basket and 2 Thank You Tickets.  

 

*For more fundraising ideas, please contact our office at (435) 753 -4732. You can also check out 

our Downundersports (ISSI) Facebook page to see what other athletes are working on.  

Trip Highlights 

Australia: Mantra Legends Hotel  
Thereôs nothing in the world quite like Australiaôs Legen-

dary Gold Coast and Mantra Legends Hotel. Perfectly 

located in the heart of Surfers Paradise, Mantra Legends 

Hotel offers 403 luxuriously appointed guest rooms and 

suites with private balconies. Captivating views across  

the ocean, hinterland, and the brilliant night lights of 

Surfers Paradise provide pleasurable memories that will 

long outlast your stay. 

Situated 100 meters from patrolled beaches and a short 

stroll from shopping, restaurants and night life, Mantra 

Legends Hotel is the perfect place to vacation. 

Hawaii: Waikiki Resort Hotel  
With a complete top to bottom remodel of all 296 rooms, this 

intimate boutique hotel built in the ó70s has been transformed 

into a tropical paradise. The worldôs most famous beach is 

just a half a block away. In this beautiful setting with equally 

famous Diamond Head as your backdrop, you can swim in 

calm and crystal clean waters. Learn to surf, ride a wave out 

beyond the reef in an outrigger canoe, or laze on the white 

sand beach and let your cares fade away. Hundreds of shops, 

boutiques and malls are within a short walk of the hotel. 

Here, too, is Waikikiôs glittering nightlife with its wonderful 

dining and entertainment. All the excitement that is Waikiki 

is yours to enjoy when your dream vacation ends at the Wai-

kiki Resort Hotel.  

Every month we will provide resort information, sight-seeing opportunities and ideas 

on how to spend your free time in Australia and Hawaii.  

Weõd love to hear 

from you!  
If you have a fundraising idea 

that you would like to share 

with the other participants, if 

you have questions, helpful 

suggestions, or if you would 

like something specific fea-

tured in our newsletter,  

please email  

Gayle OõScanlon at 
Gayle@DownUnderSports.com.  

Down Under Sports  
 

1755 N. 400 E. Suite 201 

North Logan, UT 84341 

 

PH: (435) 753-4732 

Fax: (435) 755-6816 

www.DownUnderSports.Com 
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We would like to welcome all of our athletes to 

an exciting new year with Down Under Sports. 

We are always proud to be taking so many tal-

ented athletes Down Under to represent their state 

and country. Traveling and competing on the 

other side of the world is an adventure we can't 

wait to share with all of you. 

While international travel is a wonderful opportu-

nity, there are many things you need to know to 

prepare yourself for this trip. Each month we will 

be sending out a newsletter with travel tips, fund-

raising ideas, and trip highlights. This newsletter 

is sent to help answer your questions and make 

your trip run as smoothly as possible. As always, 

please feel free to contact us with any questions 

you may have. 

We are excited to get to know each of our athletes 

this summer and we can't wait to see you compete 

in the 22nd annual Down Under Sports Tourna-

ments! 

Best wishes, 

Down Under Sports Staff 
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R E M I N D E R S  

¶ Join our Downun-

dersports (ISSI) 

Facebook group  

¶ Apply for your 

passport  

¶ Keep up with your 

payment schedule  

¶ Post a newspaper 

article and send a 

copy to Down 

Under Sports  

¶ Call our office if 

you need help 

with anything          

(435) 753-4732 

Passport applications can take up to twelve weeks to process, and it is 

best to start early so that you don't have problems down the road. To 

obtain an application you can go to your county court house or a local 

post office. To apply, fill out the appropriate form and DOUBLE 

CHECK your information. When an application is sent back it is 

often times because information was not filled out correctly.                                                                   

You will need to take your original birth certificate and photo iden-

tification with you when you 

turn in your application. Pass-

port photos also need to be 

turned in with your application. You can get 

these taken at a local camera shop, Wal-Mart, Costco, or a film 

development lab (be sure to tell them it is for a passport). Pass-

port pictures cost approximately $10-$15. 

For more information visit www.state.gov. Select Passports from the Quick Links drop box.  

Once you have received 

your passport make a 

clear photocopy of the 

page with your picture 

on it and mail it to Down 

Under Sports so we can 

apply for your ETA/visa.  

How to Apply for a Passport 

Welcome to the Down Under Sports Program 



We want to make sure our athletes are properly prepared and on track for a successful competition this summer. Weôve assigned 

people to help out with specific sports, so please find your Down Under Sports contact below. If your contact has not called you yet, 

please give them a call and introduce yourself.  When we get closer to your time of departure, you will be assigned a Departure Rep-

resentative who will be responsible for finalizing your travel arrangements. 

Eric Subhamani (sha-bom-ani) Ran-

dall: the man, the myth, the legend is 

pursuing a Management Information 

Systems degree in the business field. 

In high school he was a distance run-

ner participating in track and field 

and cross country. He has since com-

peted in two marathons. Since joining the staff at Down Under 

Sports, Eric has developed a keen ability to communicate across 

the country. Eric worked in Australia and Hawaii last summer to 

help with the 2009 events. Eric has returned for another year and 

is committed to making your trip the best experience of a life-

time. Let the fun times roll with Eric Subhamani Randall.   

Saia is a recent graduate from the Jon M. 

Huntsman School of Business at Utah State 

University. Saia and his wife, Irene, have been 

married 22 years and have 5 kids together. 

Born on the islands and raised in America, Saia 

enjoys sports, fly fishing and coaching track 

and field at Sky View High School. He played 

collegiate football for USU where he was recruited by Chris Pella 

who is an Area Program Director for Down Under Sports and 

former Coach at USU and BYU.  

Find your Down Under Sports Contact 
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Cross Country—Eric Randall 
Ph: (435) 774-4119      Eric@DownUnderSports.com 

Golf—Job Cyril 
Ph: (435) 774-4114   Job@DownUnderSports.com 

Cheer & Football—Brandon Forster 
Ph: (435) 774-4133             Brandon@DownUnderSports.com 

Matt is a 15 year veteran of Law Enforce-

ment and Insurance Fraud Investigations. 

Matt has been with Down Under Sports for 6 

years and started out with our organization 

as a wrestling coach. Matt has over 20 years 

of coaching experience and is an Area Pro-

gram Director for Down Under Sports. Matt 

is also head of our Security Department which is in place for 

all the  athletes, coaches, employees, parents and supporters 

that make up the Down Under Sports Program.  

Jason is from Millville, Utah and is currently 

working on a degree in Sports Psychology at Utah 

State University. He and his wife Tiffany cur-

rently live in Logan while he attempts to finish 

school in under 30 years. Jason enjoys spending 

time fishing, camping and doing anything out-

doors. He is a fan of all sports, especially at the 

collegiate level, and heôll play any sportð

although heôs horrible at most. He enjoys working at Down Under 

Sports and hopes to help everyone have an enjoyable experience.  

Track & Field—Jason Monson 
Ph: (435) 774-4134    Jason@DownUnderSports.com  

Wrestling—Matt Hill 
Ph: (920) 791-0226      Matt@DownUnderSports.com 

Brandon was a member of the 1997 Colo-

rado Down Under Sports Football team. He 

is a recent graduate from Utah State Univer-

sity, and bleeds Aggie blue. Brandon is flu-

ent in Spanish and participated in humani-

tarian aid in Mexico with la Fundación de 

Ayuda Infatíl where he helped build homes 

for the homeless people in the Guaymas. He 

enjoys traveling and looks forward to helping athletes experi-

ence all of the joys that Down Under program has to offer. 

Brandon and his wife, Stephanie, were married in 2007 and 

have one daughter named Isabela. Born on May 23 2009, she 

is truly the light of his life. 
 

 

Basketball & Volleyball—Saia Hola 
Ph: (435) 774-4115              Saia@DownUnderSports.com 

Job is from Hyderabad, India. He has 

an MBA in International Business 

from Auckland Institute of Study in 

New Zealand. Job has been working 

with Down Under Sports since 2004 

as a Tour Leader and Area Program 

Director. Job and his wife, Lesley, 

have 2 kids together (Nathaniel and Rebekah) and a third one 

on the way. Job has helped supervise the tournaments in Ha-

waii and Australia for the past 2 years and he canôt wait to 

meet everyone this summer.  
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What to Expect on your Trip  

*PassportðEveryone must have a passport in order to travel 

internationally. To avoid paying any additional fees, itôs best to 

get this process started as early as possible. See page 1 or call 

our office if you have any questions about how to obtain your 

passport.  

*FundraisingðYour fundraising should be an ongoing proc-

ess. Please read through the 2010 Down Under Sports Fundrais-

ing Guide for more details. If you have any questions/concerns 

at all, donôt hesitate to call our office. 

*Payment ScheduleðEach month you will receive an account 

statement and a new remittance voucher to send in with your 

next payment. Itôs important to stay with your payment schedule 

and keep your account up-to-date. Payments can be made online 

at www.DownUnderSports.com, over the phone, or by mail. 

*NewsletterðYou will receive a monthly newsletter. Please be 

sure to read each issue carefully so you donôt miss out on any-

thing. 

*UniformðYour Down Under Sports Uniform will be deliv-

ered to your home approximately three weeks prior to your date 

of departure. If you are going for cheer, dance or drill, please 

talk to your Down Under Sports coach about getting your uni-

form.   

*Spending Money & Money ExchangeðAthletes have told us 

they bring anywhere from $400-$600 for spending money. 

What you bring will depend on your 

own personal spending habits and 

what you plan to do for your free 

day. You will have the opportunity to 

exchange your American currency 

upon arrival into Australia. ATMs 

are located within walking distance of the hotel and will accept    

     American credit/debit cards.  
 

*Departure RepresentativeðYou will be assigned a Depar-

ture Representative that will help coordinate the details of 

your trip. This will be in addition to your contact person (see 

page 2). Your Departure Representative will contact you once 

they have been assigned. Look forward to hearing from them 

in the coming months.   

*Travel ArrangementsðDown Under Sports will handle all 

of your travel arrangements. The airport you will leave from 

in your home state is typically chosen in May and designated 

by Down Under Sports. You will be meeting up with other 

athletes, supporters and coaches at the airport, and your De-

parture Representative will help to coordinate team schedules. 

All teams leaving on your departure date will travel to Austra-

lia and Hawaii as a group.    

*Final PacketðYou will receive your final packet [flight 

schedule, daily itinerary, Down Under Sports Travel Guide, 

Emergency Contact Cards, Official T-shirt etc.] approximately 

three weeks prior to your date of departure. Your Departure 

Representative will keep you updated about the status of your 

final packet.  

*Tour Escort/ChaperonesðYour Down Under Sports Tour 

Escorts will meet you at the airport upon your arrival in Aus-

tralia and Hawaii. You will have two different Tour Escortsð

one in Australia and one in Hawaii. Your Tour Escorts will 

stay in the same hotel and will be with you during your entire 

stay. Your coach will also conduct nightly bed checks with 

curfews being no later than midnight.  

*RoommatesðYou will likely be rooming with two other 

athletes. Room assignments are determined by your coach 

prior to arrival in Australia and Hawaii. Contact your Down 

Under Sports coach or Departure Representative if you have 

any specific requests. Each athlete will have his/her own bed.  

Below is a brief overview of what you should be working on and what you 

can expect for your trip Down Under!  

Securing a Spot on the Team 
Do you know a fellow athlete who has talked about signing up for the trip 

but they thought it was too late? Let them know that there is currently lim-

ited availability on select teams and to call Down Under Sports for informa-

tion.  

This trip provides the opportunity to represent your state and community by 

participating in your favorite sport. Donôt let this experience pass them by. 

Let them know that there are plenty of fundraising activities to help raise the 

funds. 

Be prepared to make life-long friends during your visit to the Land Down 

Under!  

We hope that all of your questions have been 

answered. However, we have been receiving two 

specific questions in our office that we would like 

to address for everyone:  
 

Q1. Is there still room on the team?  

A. Yes. There is limited space available on select 

teams. Call the Down Under Sports office for details.  
 

Q2. How do I secure a spot on the team?  

A. The best way to secure your spot on the team is to 

contact Down Under Sports for availability. You would 

then need to send in your application, uniform order 

form and deposit to officially register.  


